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Research the paper cutout work of Eric Carle, Rex Ray, Henri Matisse





1. Create a 2.5” by 3.5” sketch of the image. Use simplified shapes. Jot down the basic colors you wish to use for each section. 





2. Make several copies of your sketch as you will be using it as a cutting template for each shape.





3. Explore various techniques to create patterns on paper.  Ideas include: Handmade rubber stamps, crayon rubbing over burlap or other textured fabric, splattering, hole-punching. Make your patterned paper large enough to allow for multiple cutouts of the same shape if you are planning on making duplicates of the design.


Other papers that are ‘ready-made’ may add interest to your design. Examples include: Paint swatch samples, gift wrap, newspaper, sheet music.





4. Place one of your sketches/template on top of the patterned paper. Use an Exacto® knife to cut out each shape. If you want to cut 2-3 shapes out at the same time, stack 2-3 layers of patterned paper below the template. 


5. Glue each shape in place in their respective layers. 


In this sample the buildings are a full, solid rectangle. The windows were glued on top of the buildings and the people in the foreground were glued on last. 


6. Add details using colored pencil or pen.
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